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MEMORANDUM FOR EUR - MR. MERCHANT 



Through: S/S f*' 



On Saturday and Sunday the Secretary and I discussed several 
aspects of the Berlin and German situations, as follows: 

1. I said that Mr. Herter had told" me that Bob Murphy's meeting 
with the British and French on contingency planning had gone well and 
indicated general agreement on everything up to the $64 question - what 
do you do if you are blocked? I mentioned that the President had indicated 
to Mr. Herter that he, the President, wanted to get into this matter, in- 
cluding the UN aspect, and have a meeting with theDepartment and Defense , 
and JCS. The Secretary commented that he is not sure that the $64 question 
can be answered in advance. He was glad, however, that the planning is 
going ahead as far as possible. 

2. The Secretary asked that study be given to an idea which had / '' 
occurred to him, that it might be possible to assemble out of past agree- 
ments and perhaps other documents the elements, on which there has not * " 
been any apparent dispute, of a new approach to the German problem. 

The Secretary suggested that the Potsdam Agreement be 
reexamined, with a view to identifying features of it on which there is or 
could be agreement as to their continuing applicability to the two parts of 
Germany. Other documents which might be examined with this end in 
view are the constitutions of the Federal Republic and the GDR and Soviet 
and western draft peace treaties. 

Elements of these documents which the Secretary feels might 
be common to all and thus the basis of a new start include provisions for 
freedom of thought, religion and expression; they might thus be assembled 
into a "bill of rights" for all Germany. 
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its observan Th6 pr0gram might furthe ^ Provide for the UN to oversee 

n™ ^_ u T ^ eSe , cretar y's thought is that 11 something along these 

SSJ ^ U il b i de r loped Bnd P resen ted it might ease the problems of 
dealing with the Soviets on Berlin. 

3. The Secretary hoped that it might prove possible for him 
to play a part in the Western Foreign Ministers meeting at the end of 
£<L m Jf & ^ d ^ ^/ATO meeting to follow. He asked how this was 
hew tMsf e S WaS g k6pt com & etel y °P en - He was glad to 

4. Finally, as I am sure you are aware, the Secretary, as a 
contmumg matter, feels that the US should not appear publicly to be 
getting too far ahead of our Western European allies in indications or 
applications of our determination to stand on our rights in Berlin 
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